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It was a very warm and sunny Thanksgiving weekend here in the Rain Forest, where things are about as normal as can be in this part of the world.  Back home, people are most likely back to their routines after the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, all of the traveling, and perhaps having eaten a little too much.  For the first time since we have been here, we cooked a turkey with dressing, or stuffing depending where you live.  It seems odd that we would be so excited about a turkey, but where we are, it’s a rare thing.  Many of you may have gone shopping over the weekend, during the busiest shopping days of the year.  The traffic, the hustle and bustle, and the Christmas rush will carry many of you into next year.  Things are a little more sedate here and we have become accustomed to this culture and these people.
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As many people in the U.S. begin to wonder what they are going to get or give for Christmas, many here are reminded of what they don’t have.  But this past year has been a blessing to many in our neck of the woods.  Pathways International is so very thankful for all of your support.  Those of you who have donated your time, energy, and finances to impacting the neglected and ignored in Ecuador have made many thankful for the Lord’s providence and have further opened the door to more ministry in the year to come.

Through your generous giving and prayer many young students in schools across the region have come to know Christ.  A number of their teachers also made professions of faith. 

(Thanks Team Intag!)  (
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Many homes received basic essential items for daily living often at the time when they needed them most.  Clean water has been provided in the form of Bio-Sand water filtration units (Thanks Team Page!)  (
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Countless orphans and young people were ministered to, touched, loved, and provided with Meals.  Many received their first Bible.  (Thanks Team Grace!) -( 

Children received free dental care during a two-day clinic that was set up at an area school.
(Thanks Steve Nine, Matt Greene, and Bellita & co. from PortoViejo.) 
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 Our facility, here in the Rain Forest received an electrical wiring facelift which provides a much safer and more robust system for the Meeting Place and dorms.  (Thanks Randy!)  (
[image: image7.jpg]



Lasting friendships have been cultivated between kids and continents.  
(Thanks Gabriele!  She’s in the middle)



(
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Elementary students and Vacation Bible School children were blessed by a youth team from inside Ecuador.  
(Thanks Matt and Team Vida Nueva!) 

[image: image9.jpg]


(
High School students were presented with the Gospel message through Drama Teams.
(Thanks Team “That None Should Perish”!)  (
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(
X-Treme Missions brings it on in the Rain Forest!  After several days of ministry work, Team That None Should Perish hits the zip lines with tour guide Michael Labrador.  Short-term mission teams can enjoy many activities on their “off day”, like shopping the Indigenous markets, touring the Presidential Palace, Sight-seeing, hiking and adventure outings, just to name a few.  Contact us to arrange your customized mission trip package.
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Leaders are being counseled, unified, and taught across the region.  (Thanks Pastora Carola, Pastor Rudolfo, Michael and Eduardo!)
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A new generator, donated to Pathways, had been on the top of the necessity list for some time.  Heavy rains cause a lot of mudslides, which in turn cause a lot of power outages.  
(Thanks Alan and Carol for pulling that together! And thanks to Randy Irby for hard wiring it to the buildings!)   
Very special thanks goes out to Bill and Bev Lapiana for the volunteer administrative work back home in NC—checking  the mail, making deposits, running errands and keeping us on the forefront whenever possible.  We appreciate you so much, Bill!!

We also want to thank our supporting church families, NorthStar Christian Center in Columbia, SC (formerly Forest Drive Baptist Church, Believers United in Christ in Oakwood, IL, and our home church, Triangle Community Church in Apex, NC, www.tcc.org.  You all are amazing and we are so grateful!
There have been a number of “national” retreats here at the Meeting Place as well, as people from all over the region have come and met the Lord for restoration, healing, and rejuvenation.  Your donations and prayers make these kinds of things possible here.  Special thanks to Claudia who cooked over 600 meals over the course of two weekends in November… you are awesome!  Michael will be teaching a 2-day conference on church leadership in Ambato this-coming weekend, (about 4 hours away from here).  **Please keep that in your prayers.**
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As you see, we have had a tremendous 2008 Missions Season!  The Lord has been faithfully planting seeds, and growing our ministry base programs through the many teams that have visited and our ongoing efforts in the off-seasons.  We have faith that God will bring even greater harvest in 2009!!
Thanks to everyone who has sent items to be used in ministry here, and small creature comforts for Claudia and I as well—like books, bath towels, computer parts, the occasional Pop-Tart and a beautiful prayer shawl accompanied by a Scripture Frog.  For all those who have called us and written and prayed for us, we say thank you.  As many of you know we are very isolated here and hearing from our brothers and sisters is very encouraging and edifying.
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On that note, here are several ways to stay connected with us:  
1. Email – Michael and Claudia
2. Our Web Site
3. On FaceBook 

4. By Phone – 011593(2)2116372 or 01159384898549
5. Our (NEW) Mailing Address in Quito:

         
c/o Michael Labrador

 
Apratado 17-10-7390

6.   Our Mailing Address in the States


Labradors, c/o Pathways Int’l

624 Holly Springs Rd, #222

Holly Springs, NC  27540

7.  On Twitter
Claudia and I are aware of the many financial difficulties in the United States and are praying for you.  We understand that this may affect some of you coming here in 2009, but we are thankful for those who have already bought their tickets and scheduled trips, and we are very grateful for your continuing prayers and financial support.
If you would like to begin, continue or increase support for any of our ongoing projects, you may do that in several ways.  You can write a check to Pathways International NC Inc., and mail it to our U.S. mailing address above, or visit our donations page and choose your method, or you can contact us for further information.  Don’t forget!  If you are looking for a perfect opportunity to make a tax-deductible Year-End Donation, what better cause than for the ongoing ministry efforts in Ecuador through Pathways?  Oh!  And here’s a wonderful Christmas project that you may wish to take part in.  We are collecting donations right now, beginning Dec 1st through December 20th for the Christmas Box project.
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Christmas Box Project:  For a sponsorship of $50, we will buy a chicken and dry goods, like rice, beans, flour, sugar, powdered milk, soup starter packets, toilet paper and the like to pack in a cardboard box for a family to receive a day or two before Christmas.  We will add useful items like hair ribbons for girls, yoyo’s and spinning tops for boys,  crayons, pencils and school supplies, vitamins and cold medicine, and various items we have leftover from team visits this year to make up a wonderful holiday gift box for a very poor and needy family.  We won’t forget to add a tin of holiday cookies!  Each $50 donation will sponsor one family.  To sponsor a box, you can choose any of the donation methods listed above.  You also have the option of sending us (electronically by e-mail) a picture of you and your family, a Scripture verse, a holiday blessing or poem, or anything else you would like to share to customize your box.  We will print photos and glue your message to the back as a Holiday Greeting Card.  If you choose not to customize your box, we will add a greeting card for your sponsored family.  
For the New Year, Pathways will send all Christmas Box Sponsors a digital photo album of families that received boxes, and we will note to you specifically which family was yours.  We feel this will be a blessing to all who participate and will be a wonderful way to “connect” with a family here in Ecuador for the holidays.  So many families in our area cannot afford to cook a nice meal or shower their children with gifts.  We hope you can help us give a Gift of Love & Essentials this holiday season.
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Special Prayer Request:

Please pray for our Partners, Eduardo and Maria Andrade and Maria’s family, as Maria’s father passed away very recently.  He lived a good long life, but loss is never easy for the family left behind—especially during the Christmas season.  If anyone would like to e-mail condolences to Eduardo and Maria and their daughter Rachel directly, you can do so at ecgh.qec@gmail.com.   We know they would appreciate hearing from our Pathways Prayer Partners.  

A few months ago we received a generous donation from an original Meeting Place Ministry supporting family.  The support has been earmarked for the roof replacement/repair project for the two casitas at The Meeting Place.  The donation is approximately half of what we need to complete the total project.  We will be replacing the decaying inner foam tiles with wood planks.  We plan to seal the roof and wall joints to keep the wildlife outdoors, apply a plastic covering over the wood for maximum protection, and then finish with the roofing material.  Because our donation for that project has fallen significantly short, we are looking at the best and most cost effective way to do both roofs.  Our options are slim, and likely will see us doing the work ourselves with a few hired hands instead of being able to hire roofing professionals.  God willing, we can see it through in the next few months.  Please pray for our ability and resources as we look to conquer this enormous task. 

For those who aren’t aware, our “Restoration House” has a family!  After 2 years of praying and planning for how we would use the “little pink house” at the Meeting Place property entrance, God has answered our prayer.  Amanda and her 23 year-old son Carlos moved here from remote Intag in search of a better life and work opportunities.  Amanda cares for the home while Carlos works part-time with us to help maintain the premises.  We really needed the help, so this has been a huge prayer answered.  Through support efforts, we have been able to provide the house, water & electricity, and $100 per month for Carlos’ work.  This has been a tremendous economic gain for the family.  Plans for cultivating crops, such as yucca, sugar cane, babako fruit, miniature bananas and other various vegetation are in the works for longer-term sustenance and care of the Restoration House and its family’s needs.  We’re very happy to have Amanda and Carlos here as part of our Ecuadorian family with whom to share God, his ministry and everyday life.  Please help us by praying for Amanda and Carlos, for their continuing “restoration” and growth in relationship with the Lord.  Thank you!
We, the Pathways Team, want to wish you a very blessed and safe Christmas Holiday Season.  God bless you ALL, and thank you so much for supporting us and the Lord’s ministry work here!
Michael & Claudia Labrador, Eduardo, Maria & Rachel Andrade, The Hoals and The McAvoys
